Birth injuries of the brachial plexus.
Birth injuries of the brachial plexus are fairly common, but most affected newborns make quick recoveries without any specific intervention. A minority suffer more severe injuries that lead to varying degrees of life-long disability. Modem microsurgical techniques permit reconstruction of certain plexus injuries and, in carefully selected patients, can restore voluntary activity to target muscle groups. The degree to which reanimation of paralyzed muscles improves function and quality of life for these children is a more important matter that has not yet been addressed using modern standards of evidence. Brachial plexus reconstruction is only a first step in the multidisciplinary process needed to optimize long-term functional outcomes for severely affected infants.